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it was not without reason that, when Aurangzdb came to dk
at Ahmednagar, he confessed that his life was a failure; and
the poor Emperor died a broken-hearted penitent, weighed dowa
with the wreck of all his hopes and ambition.
Soon after his death, Shahu was released by his son Azimshah
with the advice of Zulfikarkhan, with a promise that, if he wa$
accepted as king by the Maratha leaders, the old territory, called
Swarajya, conquered by his grandfather from Bijapur, would be
restored to him with additional Jahagirs between the Bhima and
GodavariL Shahu was accepted as king by the Maratha leaders,
and was crowned at Satara in 1708; and within a few yearn of
that date he made himself master of the old possession of the
Maratha country with the exception of the district of Kolhapur
which remained in the possession of Rajaram's son. The Moghul
governor of the Deccan acknowledged Shahu's claim to the
chowth and sardeshmukhi over the six subhas, and within the
next ten years, Balaji Vishwanath Peshwa and Khanderao Dabade
succeeded in obtaining the formal sanads for the chowth, the
scffdeshmukhz, and the Swarajya.
In this way, the twenty years' War of Independence was
brought to a happy termination. Judging by the results achieved,
there can be no doubt that these twenty years represent the most
glorious period of Maratha history. Shivaji had never .to fight
with the whole force of the Moghul Empire; in fact, he actually
made his submission to them at great self-sacrifice, when he was
hard-pressed by their general Jayasing. He had, besides, the
advantage of being able to count upon the support of two
Mahomedan States in the South and to play them against the
Moghul power. Lastly, he was fighting under the protection of
his own hill-forts. In all these respects, the patriots who carried
on the War of Independence to a successful issue Were at great
disadvantage. They had no leader, such as Shivaji, whose
personal character and exploits had a magnetic power which none
of his countrymen could resist. They had to fight with the whole
of the Imperial army, led by Aurangzeb himself with all the
resources of India at his command. Owing to Sambhaji's cruelty
and disorder, their most experienced leaders were killed, and their
forts were unprepared for defence. Their prince was a prisoner
in the hands of the Moghuls; and they were driven from home
to take refuge in a foreign land. Without revenues, without armies,
without forts, and without resources of any kind, they managed
to raise armies, retake forts, and develop a system of conquest,
by which they regained not only the Swarajya, but also the right
to levy chowth, and sardeshmukhi over the Deccan -and the